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TeP^g^RIg^/SENSITIVE 


MEETING WITH PRESIDENT TfflEU, MAY 3, 1972 

PARIS MEETING 


1. Meeting was the least productive on record. 

2. The other side would not go beyond their position already on 
the public record for many months. 

- They refused to discuss end of offensive or return to 
status quo ante. 

- They refused to discuss separation of political and 
military issues. 

- They insisted on final troop withdrawal date. 

- They insisted on overthrow of present regime. 
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3. In view of the outcome of this meeting. Ambassador Porter 
will almost certainly refuse to attend plenary session after 
Thursday. 

4. President Nixon has asked me to convey to you the following 
personal message from him: 

At this trying time for you and your brave forces, you 
can be assured of our continued support for the people • 
of South Viet-Nam in the courageous defense of their 
homeland. What will ultimately determine the outcome 
of this struggle is the will and spirit of the South 
Vietnamese people. Hanoi cannot win unless they 
break the spirit of the free people of South Viet-Nam. 

I am confident that you will continue to provide the 
inspired leadership which will guarantee the survival 
of South Viet-Nam as an independent country. 
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